




























SPOT THE 7 
DIFFERENCES 





Silly Ram = \ 
WN. Vignesh, 
age 9, 


Thiruvarur 





Q: Why do 
have rir 

A: Because it is 
engaged! 

rinandini, 











ASSIST MHS 
Chennai. 


FIND THE MODEL 


Ata party, Sheila met 
Ruby, Rita and Reena who 
artist, a model 
and a nurse, Ruby was 
not a model while Rita 
was not an artist. Reena 
and Ruby were not 
nurses, so who was the 


were: 





model? 
S. Aveline, Std. VIII, 
Christ King G.H.S. 

=} Chennai. 





Dear children, a 
The warlike situation in Kargil blsfuly Brees 
fs coming to an end, and the intruders are 


retreating. We have magnanimously said 
that we will not open fire on the retreating 
Pakistani troops or the terorist forces which 


have been encouraged by Pakstan to cross Vol. XII, No. 2 AUGUST 1999 
the line of control Le ee 

Though peace may reign in the Kargil sector, eternal vigilance is required since 
past experience has proved that Pakistan is not trustworthy. The terrorist forces are 
sure to try to creep in stealthily very soon with the active support of Pakistan and they 
can be expected to cause damage to life and property by planting bombs and by 
indiscriminate killings 

Though peace talks can resume and diplomatic relatons strengened we should 
‘not yield either to direct armed aggression 
orto the underground forces trying to wreck 
the normal life of Kashmiris. Our intell- 
sence agencies have a great responsibilty 
with regards to the latter. 

Now that the war of guns is out of the 
way, the war of words will commence in full 
blast welcoming the Lok Sabha elections! 

We shall be proving to the world once again 

‘our democratic strength. We have already 

shown that a minority government does not mean a weak nation, We stand united at 
all critical times, 

All the same a stable government is good for our country. It need not be 0 
{government commanding an overwhelming majority since this can give rise to a different 
set of problems. A stable government with a strong ond healthy opposition is the 
prime requisite for a good democracy. 

‘All of us, children or adults should learn about the process of democracy, from the 
‘grass root level to the top most positions, both in parties and government. 

School and college elections are conducted to help you learn this process and also 
to kindle the leadership qualities in you. Elections in educational institutions should 
make the students good citizens. You can and must set an example to the real 
politicians who are in the field of pariamentary elections. 

So, let me wish you good electioneering and best of luck! 








Love, 
‘Of all created things the loveliest, \yooee 
‘And most divine are children. 
K. Rajendran, 
ent Cision jd 
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LETTER BOX 


| received April issue of 
Gokulam magazine since my cén- 

52 | ama regular reader of your tribution had appeared in it. 

magazine. | like it very much for Gokulam is a great treasure. 


Good show 








its nice stories, articles and its puz- S.B. Somanatha Sharma, 
zles. Chennai 
T. Suchitra, 
Karaikal New reader! 


© Iread Gokulam regularly. Ifind = | am a new reader of 

it entertaining and educative. | 

have benifited much from the gen- 

eral knowledge quiz section. now 
participate in quiz programmes. 

P. Uthra, 

ViStd, KV CLRI, 

Chennai. 






























Published! 


© Thanks for publishing my 

contribution in the Art Gallery 
(June 99). 

M.S. Ummu Ammara, 

Std XII, IGMHSS, Lalpet 





© Thanks for your labels. | 
havea collection of nearly 
200 types of labels. Why 
don't you devote a page 
for jokes so that we 
don't have to hunt out 
the jokes? 
Pallavi Prasad, 
Std XI, Night- 
ingales HS, 
Bangalore 


LETTER BOX 


GoKULA 


Gokulam. | have been reading 
your magazine since March ‘99. 

In your magazine | like the letter 
box and the riddles very much. 

Dipashree Ghoshal 

SMC School, Allahaba 











| | am a regular reader of 
Gokulam. | saw a sketch in the Art 
Gallery division by M.S. Suganthi 
(July ’99), | want to compliment 
her, It is a marvellous sketch. 
Anu R. Gopalan, age 17, 
Chennai 


© | ama regular reader of your 

magazine. Please publish six dit- 

ference cortoons so that we can 

enjoy the same in finding out the 
differences. 

Vaishali, age 11, 

DTEA School, 

N. Dethi 


Editorial 
& Thank you for your timely edi: 





torial, It nurtures patriotism in stu- 
dents. 

R. Nandini, Std V, 

Oxford Mat. School, 

Varagur. 


©) | read your magazine regularly. 

| liked the July '99 issue very 

much. | liked ‘Comics’ column 
very much. 

Deepika Khanwadia, 

Std VIII E, AECS, Tarapur-1, 

Thane 


[= Can you include a section for 

teenagers? | love reading your 
magazine. 

Jyotsana Nagesan, 

Std XI, KV No. 1, 

Bengdubi, 

Darjeeling Dist. 





Dear Jyotsana, 

The Silver Rat is about teenagers 
who embark on an adventure. We 
also publish viewpoint fram teen 
readers. We shall try to include a 
special section for 
teen readers. 
Thank you for your 
interest in the 
magazine. 


+ Did you know 
that September 13 
is observed as 
Grandparents’ 
Day? 
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WORLD CUP 


The match between Aus- 
tralia and South Africa had 
spectators gaping when Allen 
Donald took the run. His part- 
ner Lance Kluesner was con- 
centrating on the ball while 
Donald went for that run that 
would see them into the finals. 
Just not South Africa's day! 
This was one of the best 
matches during this World 
Cup. 

The finals between Australia and 
Pakistan turned out to be a damp 
squib 

Pakistan was all-out for just 132 
runs, the lowest score ever in a 


World Cup final match. 

Much of the credit should go to 
Shane Warne who was in his ele- 
ment. 

Umpiring came in for some 


comments. Indian umpire 
Venkatraghavan gave up umpiring 
‘on the field and chose to be the 
third umpire for the finals. Ata time 
when passions were running high 
in both countries due to skirmishes 








at the border, he did not want to 
add fuel to it, he later said 

‘An added bonus was the micro- 
phones at the stumps. This pre- 
vented the bowlers and fielders 
from taking a dig at the batsmen 
on the crease. Often players in- 
dulge in passing comments that 
diminish the batsman’s confi- 
dence. This World Cup. players 
had to hold their tongue because 
the mikes would carry their voices. 

Meanwhile, at home, following 
the border conflicts the match be- 
tween India and Pakistan has been 
called off. A few Indian players 
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“Paes and Bhoopathy, doubles! 
‘Wimbledon champions 





title again. That was not to 
be. In an almost tame 
match, Steffi Graf lost out 
to Lindsay Davenport who 
was not considered a real 
contender for the cup. Af- 
ter her game, Graf an- 
nounced her retirement 
from mainstream tennis. 

Pete Sampras and 











Agassi were evenly 
pitched. Or so the view- 
ers thought. Even this 
game proved an easy 
win for Sampras. 

Leander Paes and 

Mahesh Bhoopathy have 

won the doubles’ crown 

at Wimble- 

7 don, This is 
bia the first time 

have been supporting this that Indians 
stand have regis- 
tered awinin 

WIMBLEDON the senor 
Wimbledon 

Tennis had its unpleasant |), category 
moments this year at Wimble- |i Paes has 
don. Martina Hingis was at also won the 
the receiving end of many re- r % mixed dou- 
marks. Even Martina bles game. 
Navratilova a nine- time win q r Those who 
ner of Wimbledon said that * Samer watched the 
the teenager needed to game could 


check herself before she spoke out easily notice the speed and the 
‘on the court. agility that marked the Indian duo's 

Tennis lovers were looking for performance during the doubles 
ward to Graf walking away with the game. 
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THE SNARE 


T hear a sudden cry of pain, 
There is a rabbit in a snare. 
Now I here the ery again, 
But I cannot tell from where, 
He is ing out for aid, 
His cries rent the morning air, 
And makes me very afraid. 
He's wrinkling up his little face, 
And he cries again for aid. 
T still cannot tell from where, 
Tlis paw must be in the snare, 
Little one! Oh, little one 
Tam searching everywhere. 
S. Nithyapriya, Std V, 
Chinmaya Vidhyalaya 
Coimbatore. 





cal 




















160 
WHAT'S ¢ 





OUR NAME 


some of the old and new 





4, Manel 








10, Surinam 


‘Shayok Mukhopadhyay, 

F vill Std, 

Pune 

Dear Shayok Mukhopadhyay 
please send the name of your school. 
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ANSWERS 
1.Istanbul, & Leningrad, 

38. Japan, % Manchuria, 

& Cambodia, 6. Sri Lankes, 
7, Formosa, 8, Leopoldville, 
9, Benin, 10. Dutch Guiana, 











Suons pur vas 
poo} Jo yas 
24 01 280]9 2uH09 aney OF 
aq sue suiydyop UL. 
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paysen surydjog 


ee). 


punoy si oma 





1. Who was the first man to walk 
in space? 

2, Name the first animal that 
orbited the earth in space? 

3. Who were the first space couple 
and to which country did they belong: 

4, From which country did the first 
automatic spacecraft take off? 

5. What is Telstar? 

6. What is Viking? 

7. Can you name the planet that 





rotates backwards 

8, Who is the father of Modern 
Indian Space Science? 

9, What is the *APPLE"? 

10. Where is the first ‘Blue Moon’ 
seen from 











SCIENCE 
PUZ2LE 


Sharma’s space vehicle? 
R.C. Mai 
Don Bosco HSS, Vellore. 





Answers : 








Aleskey A. Le 








2. The dog, named Laika 

3. Andrin Nikaloyey and Valentina 
Tereshkova, they belonged 10 the 
Soviet Union 


4. The Soviet Unie 
5. The 


‘ehicle launched by America 10 


Wife on Mars 





prot 
Venus 
§ Delt 
9. The 
Satelite 
10. Great Brita 
1. Kodaikanal 
for Sriharikota Range 
Fifteen time 
4. Squadron Leader Rakesh Sharma, 
Soyue Tt 











2 Wstan 


A SPACE QUIZ 


11, Where in India was the first 
Solar Observatory built? 

12, What does ‘SHAR’ stand forin 
our space programme? 

13. How many times does the 
*Aryabhatta’ revolve round the earth in 
aday? 

14. Who was the first Indian 
cosmonaut to go into space? 

15, What was the name of Rakesh 
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UNDIR STORY ———————————————— 


mW ill you make me a cup of 
tea?" Mama called out to 
Sister Undir, She had_had 
along and dificult day at work. Papa 
Undir was also late that day and 
there was no one she could discuss 
her office problems with, "Tea? Sure, 
‘but what will | get in return?" asked 
Sister. Mama replied in jest, “I need 
‘a cup so badly that I'm even willing 
to pay fifty rupees fori!” 

"Done! said Sister, running to the 
kitchen, “One cup of tea corning up!” 
“The easiest money I've ever 

made!” she announced to 


Brother, refusing his offer 
of help, "'mnot go- 
ing to share it \‘e) 


eS 


with you!” 

‘Soon, tea was ready for Mama. 
“Here's your tea Mama! Hope it 
makes you feel better! It sure makes 
me feel great to think of the fifty 
bucks!" 

Mama enjoyed her tea. As Papa 
was still not back, she had a second 
cup. "Now can | have my money?" 
asked Sister. 

"You seem serious!” Mama was 
surprised. 

“Sure! You agreed!" 

Mama Undir was a little taken 
‘aback, buteventually gave Sister ten 


rupees, Later she mentioned this to 
Papa who just laughed. “Didn't | get 
you flowers when you agreed with- 
out a fuss to come to the boring get- 
together at my office? | knew you 
hated it!” 

Matters did not end there. Sister 
had a science test on Monday. Dur- 
ing the weekend Papa Undir offered 
to help her with it since she did not 
like chemistry. She only liked to study 
about what foods were good for the 
body and things like deficiency dis- 

eases. So she had not been scor- 
ing well in science. “You must 
study all chapters, not just the 
ones you like and already 
know!" explained Papa. 

“What will you give me for 


AND studying?” asked Sister. 


BLA 


KMAIL 


“An ice-cream!” suggested Papa 
Undir 

"What was that | heard?" de- 
manded Mama. 

"Papa's promising me an ice- 
creamif | study for my science test!” 
laughed Sister. 

"Certainly not for studying! But 
yes, if you do well!" compromised 
Mama. 

Brother Undir soon got into the act 
as well. He had been wanting to stay 
the night with his fiend. Mama said 
no, That was because he occasion 
ally had an ‘accident’ at night and 
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‘wet the bed. It would have been too 
embarrassing for Brother if it hap- 
pened in someone else's house. 
Mama did not say so openly. She 
thought it might make him fee! awk- 
ward, "But you let Sister stay the 
night with her friends! | also want to!" 





im teturn? 





ws 


Brother insisted 

"Sister was older when she was 
first allowed!" Mama tried to explain, 
Brother became adamant. He burst 
into tears, Then he refused to eat 
Both Mama and Papatried their best 
to persuade him. He only threw a big- 
ger tantrum and even held his breath 
for a while! Blackmail! 


ama panicked. To make him 
M breathe she gave him a quick, 

sharp slap. Brother was 
stunned! When he recovered, he 
Wentinto his room and refused to eat. 
GOKULAM August 59 











What will T get - 


‘Mama went into persuade him. By 
then Brother was quite exhausted. 
He was also waiting to be per- 
suaded. He knew that Mama and 
Papa were anxious that he did not 
fall asleep hungry. "Wil get an ice- 
cream first?" he asked in a small 
voice, wondering how 
far he could push his 
luck 
"OKI" replied 
Mama, Papa also 
nodded in agree- 
ment, Alter all 
Sister also had 
been asking for 
an ice-cream. 
Mightas well got 
some forbothof 
them, thought 
\# Papa and 
WE Mama Und 
So Sister had ice- 
cream to allow Papa to 
teach her for the sci- 
fence test. Brother had ice- 
creamto induce him to eat his food. 
Papa was a bit fed up, but said, "It 
seems a bit like bribing, but it works 
like @ shot! Otherwise we'd be 
spending hours trying to make them 
do the same thing!” 

Mama was not quite comfortable 
with the developments, "Somehow | 
think something is wrong some- 
where!” she said. "How articulate 
can you get!” laughed Papa 


thing with her friends. Because 
of Papa's coaching she had 


WW 


A t school Sister tried the same 


managed to do very well in her sci- 
ence test, even the chemistry part. 
Some of her friends wanted to see 
her answers, “What'll you give 
me?"demanded Sister. She had got 
into quite a habit of this kind, "Give 
you? Why?’ her friends asked. "To 
show you my answers of course! 
replied Sister, “Oh, go to hell!” they 
said, walking away. "We'd better go 
to the teacher and leave her out!" 
they decided, Her technique was not 
working as she expected. 

“Well, il show them!” she thought 
“Hil sulk. | won't take any notice of 
them. I'lignore them. Sooner or later 
they will have to talk to me! How 
sweet twill be when they apologise!’ 
But that did not happen. Sister ate 
alone during lunch break. 

Meanwhile Brother was having his 
‘own troubles. No one noticed that 
hehad held his breath in class when 
his benchmate did not lend him an 
eraser. Then he hufled, took a deep 
breath and held his nose, thinking at 





N 1 
Didnt !1 


flowers. 


2 


< 
Zs Wy prise. "You bet- 
ter finish your milk 


least now they will notice. But no 
luck! Instead teacher scolded him, 
“Stop making peculiar faces and do 
your class work!" Everyone laughed! 
When itwas break time, Brother also 
decided to be on his own, 

That was how Sister and Brother 
got together during lunch break. 
"What are you doing all by yourself?” 
Sister asked, "They all laugh at me! 
don't want to be with my friend 
complained Brother 

“Oh, you tried some blackmall, 
did you? I tried a ite bribery. And it 
did not work!” said Sister gloomily 
“'Somehow, it works with Papa and 
Mama!" Brother said. "But not with 
friends!” Sister understood. 

T when Mama gave them their 
evening milk, Sister asked, 
Whatll you give me if finish my 
milk?" This time Mama was ready. 
‘Why, nothing, If you don't want it, 
that’s fine, We'll use it to set some 
extra curds! Papa loves 

curds!” Sister was 

taken aback! What 

had happened to 

Mama? "But that's 

not what Mamas 

are supposed to 

say!" protested 








hat evening, out of sheer habit, 





Brother in sur- 


too! In your case, | 

know that you like 
milk!" Brother's 
breath-holding tech- 


oO“ 
sy 
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days ina row. This time she 
but, you let had asked for some choco- 
Sister late in return. “Yes" Mama 
replied, “And did you re- 
rnd with member to buy some 
bread and eggs?" she 
fer Friend ds! asked Papa, "Sure! 
And here is some 
chocolate for you for 
,) taking the trouble to!" said Papa, 
)) handing over a dark chocolate slab 
to Mama. It was something 

she loved 


"See! How is it OK for 
Mama and not for us?" de- 


yy manded Brother. Mama was silent. 
Gr ¢ She looked at Brother, So did Papa. 
a 








Sister did not want any trouble. She 
kicked Brother under the table and 
quietly drank up her milk. 


nique was not going to work either! Mama and Papa realised where 
“It’s not fair!" Brother protested. the children’s tricks were coming 
Ihy are you angry with us?” from. It was time for a clean break, 
“"'m not!" replied Mama with a they admitted. 

smile. Anuradha Khati 


“Yes you are! IitellPapa. He ' 
should be home any time!” 
Brother protested. wa baat’s fines 
Papa walkedin. 
‘Did you re- 
member to 
takemy letters 
to the post of- 
fice to weigh 
and post?" he 
asked Mama, It 
was important 
and Mama had 
been forgetting to 
do it for three 
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BAN 
HOMEWORK 


Everybody who goes to school 











dislikes homework the 

Why students dislike 
homework is because it gives them 
no free time to either play or watch 
‘TV. It also does not give them 
enough time to study. 

Instead of asking us to write pages 
and pages of exercises at home, why 
can’t the teachers ask us to memorise 
the answers? During the days of 
gurukulas of the vedic period there 
were no books, Students merely 
repeated after their teachers and they 
were able to retain what they learnt 


4 


most. 


in their memory 


Even as children we begin by 
reciting orally, We feel comfortable 
with reciting tables than writing 

them down, Writing down 

exercises does not help co 
remove shyness or timidity. 
When a student is asked to 
recite a table in 
does it excellently if he is 
thorough with the table. It 
even wards off shyness and 








s he 





timidity, 
S. Krithika, 
age 14, 
28 4, Mumbai. 





AE 


RELIGIOUS 
TOLERANCE 


Tnindiawe 
Each religion has a large number of 
followers. Our own Hindu religion 





jave many religions. 


uget '99 GOKULAM 








is full of superstitions, Unreasonable 
customs are followed by many 
hindus. Most of these customs are 
rarely questioned. We are also not 
very tolerant of followers of other 
religions. If we learn to accept 
people of other faiths and can imbibe 
the good thoughts that other religions 
preach, we would have a better 
country. 
Somnath Sengupta, VII D, 
M.P. Birla Foundation HSS, 
Caleutta, 


WE ARE ALL 
ONE! 


Lee's all give up warring 

Over religious discrimination, 
Let's give up warring 

Over colour discrimination. 
Hindu or Muslim, 

Sikh or Christian, 

Are like the tributaries of a river. 
‘The greatness of a man lic 











GOKULAM toms 97 


Nor in his skin colour. 
No man is a stranger 
No country is foreign, 
For beneath all uniforms 
We breathe the same air. 
We who take to arms 














the innocence 
of air 

Which is our own poison 

We are our own enemies, 

Let's be our own friends. 





Let's work together with 
determination, 


And build the nation stronger. 
Let's vow to protect 
‘The laws of nature. 
Tada Natam, Std. VII, 
V.K.V. Kimin, Pampumpare. 


Dear Tada Natam, pl. send us your 
Indian contact address. 
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NN cw could you do this to 
friend Vidhya. “But 
you never told me where you were 
going." I protested, “Huh!” said 
Srividhya and walked away. “You 
could have waited for me.” 
We were on 
atrip to 
Cochin, The 
other girls had 
been 
visiting the 
synagogue. 
Srividhya 
and | were 
looking at 
the photo- 
graphs 
when the 
teacher 
asked us to hurry up 
and board the bus. 
turned around to 
call Srividhya. She was 
nowhere to be found. | 
asked Preeti, She too 
hadn't seen her. We 
assumed that she had 
already left for the bus. 
So, after a cursory 
glance around the 
room, we joined the. 
others. 
The bus was parked 
a little distance away. 
We heard Srividhya 
calling us. | turned 
around, She was red 
with fright. She was 
very angry with me. “I 
16 











nearly got lost,” she threw accu- 
singly at me and walked to the bus. 
Twas close to tears. 1 boarded 
the bus and sat as far away from 
her as | could. Her words had hurt 
me. Since we were close friends 
we shared a seat in the bus. I 
pretended to enjoy the scenery. 
Out of the corner of my eyes | saw 
that she too was trying to avoid 


NUARREL 





me. 


gain she asked, “How could 
you do that?” I had had 
enough. 

Tburst into tears. During our 
next halt I studiously avoided her. 1 
teamed,up with Preeti as we looked 
at the artefacts in the museum. 

We then went to the beach. | 
noticed that Srividhya was as ur 
happy as | was. Finally, I couldn't 
hold out any longer. I covered my 
face and wept for a long time. 

Theard someone sobbing next to 
me, Hooked up. It was Srividhya. 

We realised that the other girls 
were looking at us. Suddenly we 
began to laugh. Preeti looked 
relieved. “I thought I was going to 
witness only sobs,” she said. 
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Srividhya hugged me. Our fight 
was forgotten. 

N. Sudha, Std. X, 

Kerala Samajam MS, 

Jamshedpur. 








ro the alphabel?” 
Via! mun” 
"Which feller comes oer 
“All there 





K. Vashi, Mllagarm 
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lands and King Albert of 
Belgium on Dec. 1, 
1998 attended a cer- 
emony and received 
the first copies of the 
world’s biggest diction- 





oe 


ary. Flemish and Dutch editors 
worked for 147 years on the dic- 
tionary of the Dutch language. 

This 40-volume dictionary has 
45,000 pages. It explains the 
meaning and etymology of 
400,000 words and contains 1.5 
million quotations such as popu- 
Jar sayings. 


A\ scientist, Professor Jean 


Mare Vanden Broeck of Norwich, The worls's largest piece of 
wondered why tea dribbled down 
the underside of a teapot's spout 
rather than pouring clearly into the 
cup. After a month of studying ‘the 
teapot effect’ he concluded that the 
spillage is a naturally-occurring 
phenomenon and not the fault of 
poor spout design. 


Biggest dictionary 


Qeeen Beatrix of the Nether- 





Kegan 
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jade was excavated by China last 
year. It weighs 60,000 tonnes and 
measures 30 metres in diameter. 
The task of excavating and strip- 
ping the jade out of the rock cost 
$964, 000, 





Assita quadti, 2 student of St. 
Helen's Rosary Convent in 
Hyderabad may enter the Guin- 
ness Book of Records. This 4% 
year old girl went to schoo! with a 
new pair of shoes and socks on 
all working days during 1997-98. 

The chairman of Bata Limited, 
Canada, Mr, Thomas J, Bata, 
paid a visit to the girl's house and 
congratulated her on setting a 
world record in the company's 
104-year history, She received 
her 270th new pair of shoes and 
socks on the occasion. 


Ol 





it_ merch: 





t ship 


‘ 
Star of India’, the world’s 
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oldest active merchant ship re- 
turned to San Diego port, after 
light winds cut short its latest voy- 
age. It received the world ship 
trust award, a top honour for the 
historic preservation of ships. 


The word ‘hooligan’ comes 
from London 

The Hooligans were a family 
who lived in 1890s in a district 
called Southwark in London. They 
were a rowdy lot and formed 


themselves into a street gang. 


They took great pleasure in dis- 


ah, 


rupting the peace of the neigh- 
bourhood. They became so well- 
known as a rough and unruly 
group that anyone who behaves 
in the same way today is called a 
‘hooligan’. 

The noun form of hooligan is 
hooliganism. 


Suresh K. Anjum, 
Calcutta. 
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and asked his patient to look into it. 
See, this is you. You are a man 
like me. You are not a mouse. Are 
you now convinced that you are not 
a mouse?" 
‘The man said, “Yes, I understand.” 
The problem solved, the husband 
and the wife were returning home. 
However, on their way they came 
cat and soon the man be- 
came terribly frightened 
and took to his heels, He 
‘was once again brought 
tothe doctor. The doctor 


enquired, “Didn't I con- 
ov; there lived a man vince you that you are a 
who was deluded into man and not a mouse? 


thinking that he was a ‘Then why should you get 


across 

















mouse. frightened on seeing a cat?" 

Whenever he happened The man replied, 
to see a cat, he would run “Doctor, I know very well 
for his life. He was that am a man and 
terrified that the cat nota mouse. But the 
would pounce on him. cat doesn’t know 
Hiis wife took him to a that’ 
pst ist. Having e C. Priya Durai, 
heard of his patient's Vu A, 
problem the doctor brought a mirror DTEA School, Delhi. 
Ravi: Monny jam is nor available, she 
shop is closed 2 
Mother + Alright, bur whar 100k you 

e 

50 long? 
Ravi: There was a raffc jam ov the way. 





Grandma: Thes you could have bough 
shar jam. 

R. Tanilmanan, Std. ¥ A, 

Sr. Aun’s Enq. Med. School, 


~ 
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© The sand cat found in Sahara 
desert, never drinks water! 


© The shortest war was fought in 
1896; a war between England and 
Zanaibar lasted only 38 minutes 


© Do you know cuttle fish 
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have three hearts, two of whi 
are placed at the base of the gills 
and the third is the central heart. 


© Only human beings cry, 

animals don’t 
Animals have tears 
but they use tears 


only to wash 


their eyes 
© Schoo! 
comes 
from the 


Greek word 
‘Skhloe’ which 
ans leisure! 
© Groundnuts (peanuts) are 
used in the m 
dynamite 


nufacture of 


© Emperor Chin-Shi Huang 


Ti, resided in a palace of 
10,000 rooms, He never 
slept in the same room 

twice for 27 years, 


bhash, 
Std. IX, 











PUZZLE 


CPAGE= 











ete, AM one 


Tinane Mase personeltnes 


1.Promise of India ~ 4. Champion of peace - 
2. Lion of Punjab - 5. Father of Indian Railways ~ 
3. Iron man of India - H. Srinandini, VI Std 





Find the words ending with “age’ 
1.One name for coffee, tea, Boost, 








rere to this quit tart. with 


LLL] tctettere 


1. The author of the book “The 








2. Human speech. 
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Too Great txpectations” 
2, The animal which change ite 
3. Length in miles colour 
L 3. The capital of Australia 
Taine me egatcs vite ce 
5. The type of forest found in 
5.A traveller's case North Americn 
] 6. The country which ia called 
the “sugar bor of the world.” 
6. An injury to a person or thing “tho ately of alle 
I 8. The Aryans came from here. 
7. Ajoumey 9, The currency of Chane 
10. The geal iron bridge” in 
India is here 
W.Arikarasudhan, Vi Std, S. Raghul, 
Sakthi Vinayagar Hindu Vidyalaya, viIrsid, 
Tuticorin Tiruchendur 
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My dinosaurs are all 
mixed up in the jungle. | can't 


find them. Please help to lo- 


cate them in the grid. 


1, Edmontosaurus 
2. Archaeopteryx 
3. Protaceratops 
4. Ouranosaurus 


5. Euoplocephalus 
6. Stegosaurus 


7. Ankylosaurus 


8. Centrosaurus 
9. Troodon 


10. Triceratop 
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SD) ing the freedom struggle Pandit 
ru was housed in Nasik prison. 

ht to Nehru’s notice that the 

given food which was not 

a lot of mud in it. Nehru 

‘onted the jail superintend- 

why hygienic food could 





hygienic 








i superintendent replied that 
jom fighters they ought to 
~~ puy_De Prepared 
Tf \]} to suffer a 
taste of 
J mother earth 
VO shouldn't up- 
set them. 
Nehru im- 
mediately re- 
torted, "You 
are right. We 
‘ are here be- 
'\ cause we are fighting 
for the liberation of 
|, mother india from Brit- 
~* ish rule but we have 
not come here to eat 





K. Dinesh Kumar, age 12, Periyar 
Centenary Memorial MHSS, 
Trichy. 








OUR FLAG 


Koetriya Seva Sangh, Garag vil- 

c, Karnataka obtained the central 
license to make flags in 1956. Accord- 
ing tothe National FlagAct, only flags 

‘tailor-made’ by the Sangh qualify for 
official use 











— Suresh K. Anjum 
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[RATNAGIRI-WAS RULED BY A JUST AND] 
|EFFICIENT RULER. 











— 
‘ 
i y: 


N.R. GAUTHAM, Age 13, 
VIDHYA MANDIR, CHENNAL 
ILLUSTRATION 
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| want to make it to the Guin- 
ness Book of Records. Ihave tried 
my luck by collecting nests, | am 
nowhere near the ‘record’ range. 
My father says that there is enough 
time to achieve a world record 
Many children younger than me 
have already found a place in the 
Guinness. What should | do? 

Dear Pallavi, 

(® Toget into the book you will 
have to devote plenty of energy 
and time. If you are collecting 
nests, then give it all you've got. It 
isa time consuming hobby. Learn 
from an ornithologist about birds, 
their nesting habits, etc, Take his 
advice on collecting nests. Be sure 
not to disturb roosting birds. 


w 


Remember, nest collecting is not 
the only way to enter the Guinness. 
If you have a talent for something 
unique you will surely find the fame 
you so much desire. 


© | have three friends. Girls in 
my class speak to my three friends 
but not to me. | always get third 
rank in my class. have heard girls 
in my class say | am proud, They 
also pass comments that | think | 
am the most beautiful girl in my 
class. | am not really all that beau- 
tiful either. | cannot ignore them, 
Sowmya, Std, Vill, Sri 
Sankara Vidhyalaya, Chennai 


she is Proud!.... 


& 


Dear Sowmya, 

@ Why don't you try to befriend 
these girls? No one can live an iso- 
lated lite. These girls may need 
help in some subject. If they come 
toyou, help them to solve their prob- 


z +4 
Ad 






w, 


RANDMA WORM 
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Jems in the subject concemed. Try 
to join other students in your class 
during the games period! Itis prob- 
ably because you don't talk much to 
them that they have labelled you as 
‘proud’. Ittakes twoto builda friend- 
ship. Also remember, all students 
cannot be your best friends. Often 
we strike up friendship with some- 
one and this lasts a lifetime. 


‘il can never do anything right. 
My mother gets angry with me and 
does not talk to me. | feel bad 
How can | do things right? 

‘Supriya Krishnakumar, age 
10, Kalamboli, 

Dear Supriya, 

{) Whydon' you begin by keep- 
jing your room clean and dusting the 
tables and chairs? You could offer 
to help your mother in laying the ta- 
ble and cleaning up the kitchen af- 
ter she finishes cooking. Make sure 
you don't break glasses and cups 
when trying to clean them. Concen- 
trate on the work you are doing to 
avoid a mess. 

Also, don't forget to score well 
in your exams. Parents love to 
show off their children’s talents to 








their friends. If you are good at 
sports try your best to win a few 
prizes in the school sports day. 1 
am sure your mother will praise you 
for your efforts, which are more 
important than results. 


®Once | copied during a 
monthly test. My friend remembers 
it and always keeps teasing me 
about it, | haven't copied after that 
test. He, however, always copies 
during exams from students seated 


CoPy MASTER! 


d us! 
SS 2 


www 


ww 


next to him or before him. His con- 
stant reminder irritates me. 
Mohan Das, age 14, Mysore 

Dear Mohan, 

@ tis good that you have not 
made it a habit to cheat during 
exams. If you wish good for your 
friend, then you should tell your 
teacher when you find your friend 
copying during an exam. Your 
friend will stop cheating and he will 
stop teasing you too. 

Love, 
Grandma worm. 


a 
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A YOUNG \ 
‘SCLENTIST— 
MY STUDENT. 
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HE GoT sTucK 


IN A DIFFERENT 
"7mMe eh 


WHAT Do you 
MAN, zyrceReNT) 
“TIME: 






e 
’ 
y 
} 
| 





Z WE WENT, INTO 
‘oar HRE'PAST! AND 


\ Bre EN GHIM 
ACK TO THE 


"PRESENT! 
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SPECIAL 
VIEWPOINT 


ode to a soldier 


Avate, arise 

We are behind you. 

You are the asset of our nation, 

Let not death frighten you, 

We ensure you a reign 

(Of peace after war. 

‘Awake, arise 

We are behind you. 

Let not your hopes be belied, 

Let not your heart break on seeing the 
bloodshed. 

Have courage, let our flag flutter high, 
We are behind you. 

Hear, this Is a call from your mother, 
She weeps for lack of freedom, 

Strive for her sake, 

The country’s honour Is at stake. 


‘Awake, arise, 

We are behind you. 

Lead us, we'll build a nation 
For all future generations. 












‘O soldier, you are a true patriot, 
Fight, end your country’s unhappy plight. 
Awake, arise 
We are all behind you. 
‘CLavanya, Std. X, BAEMS, 
‘Shaktinagar. 


Bloodshed at Kargil 


This not what we expected. 
Many soldiers have lost their lives. 
People of Kargil are looking lost. 
The families of soldiers who have 
lost their lives receive money as 
compensation. What use is money 
when the family has to spend the 
rest of its days without their dear 
one? 

This war has been thrust on us. 
Let us pray for its speedy end. 


Naufarah, Std. Vill B, 
Chinmaya 
Vidhyalaya, Kasargod. 


















is man's best friend, 


Man learnt to tame dogs, even 
during the stone age. Perhaps, the 
dogs helped him hunt his food. 
Dogs can sniff out small animals 
like rabbits. When the dog sniffed 
out a rabbit hole, man probably 
speared the rabbit. For the dog's 
services it was given a piece of 
meat. 

This was probably how man and 
dog became a team. Today there 
are a variety of dogs. There are 
guard dogs, hunting dogs, race 
dogs, companion dogs etc. 
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‘These dogs are known by their 
classification as Doberman, Great 
Dane, Bulldog, the Dalmation, the 
hounds etc. The Pomeranean and 
the Poodle are companion dogs 


The Alsatian is very intelligent 
‘and easy to train. Police dogs are 
usually of the Alsatian variety. 
Sheep dogs are good guard dogs. 
They will round up sheep after the 
grazing is done. They can control 

goats and sheep 
very effectively, They 
nip the heel of the 
errant animal thus 
keeping them in the 
herd. 

In India we have the 
Rajapalayam dog which is consid- 
ered a high-breed dog, 

Dogs found on the street are of 
no particular pedigree. Yet, they 
make excellent friends. Next time 
you come across an abandoned 
up, try giving it a biscuit or some 
milk. If you love animals you will 
notice that the pup will be at your 
heels and will remain faithful to you. 

High-breed dogs are expensive 
to rear. 


MLR. Amarendra Kumar, 

Bangalore. 

Dear Amarendra Kumar, pl. 

send your age and the name of 
your school. 
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‘-NOW WEAR 
THIS ON 
youR 
WRIST 









IT DoEs many 
THINGS. EVEN HELPS 
You \DENTIFY MY STUDENT) 


PAVE REASONS KS! 
To WORRY pROFEssoRN) TUNIS 
U KNOW THE @ 
<=\ PowERSOF FANTASIA, AND 1 STAY 
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igeons often found to roost 
in houses in the city, on the 
temple towers and spires are 
less wild than those found in the 
woods. Pigeons have always been 
considered as messengers, couri- 
ers and as symbols of peace. 
(Doves belong to this category). 
Pigeons are swift fliers. Their 
speed ranges between 30 and 40 
miles/hr, Townspeople and 
villagers often nurture these 
birds. There are about 
150 species of 
pigeons. 
+ Bron 


ewinged 
‘dove 


The Blue-rock pi- 
geon is the common 
house pigeon. It is 
about 13 inches in 
size. Itis slaty grey in 
colour. Ithas a dash of blue, green 
and magenta around its neck. 
Usually pigeons roost in colonies. 
‘They can be found upto 13,000 feet 
in the Himalayas, besides in 
Bangladesh, Burma, Pakistan 

and Srilanka. They canbe 
spotted in grain ware- 
houses, railway sta- 
tions and buildings in 
disuse. They feedon 
cereals, pulses and 
groundnuts, 

* Common green pignon 
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Pigeons usually lay two eggs at 
atime. The eggs are white and el- 
liptical. Both male and female birds 
share in the rearing of young ones. 
Both sexes share in building the 
nest. Their nest is a flimsy collec- 
tion of a few sticks, They build their 
nest even in the ventilators of 
houses. 


he common green pigeon 
T: in heavily wooded 
countryside. They canbe 
spotted when the banyan and 
pepul trees are full with ripe fruits, 
These birds, unlike the grey pi- 
geon rarely descend to the 
ground. Their colouring makes 


d aperfect cam- 
outlage 

The grey 

pigeon has no 

marked breed- 

ing season 

The green pigeon 

lays eggs between 

March and June, Itlays 

two eggs that are 

white and glossy. Its 
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nest is a sketchy twig platform 

concealed in foliage up 
ina tree. 

The emer- 

ald or 


rock pigeon 
bronze-winged doveis the 
size of amyna, It is 
brownish pink in colour. 
Its upperparts (excluding 
the tail) are emerald 
bronze-green. It has a 
white forehead and con- 
spicuous eyebrows. 

This dove inhabits bam- 
boo jungles, deciduous and 
evergreen forests. It is a swift 


flier. It can be seen flying across 
glades. The bird gleans seeds and 
berries on the ground. The female 
dove lays eggs between January 
and May. This season may vary 
from place to place 

Its nest is a twig platform, typi- 
cal of the doves. Its usually up in 
alow tree. Its eggs are creamy yel- 
low or ‘white coffee’ in colour. The 
spotted dove has white spots on 
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pinkish grey 
upperparts, Its 
hindneck exhibits 
‘chessboard! like pat- 
tern. These are found 
either in pairs or in colo- 
nies in open wooded 
country, gleaning in stubble 
fields. This bird studiously 
avoids arid tracts. It is easy to 
tame this bird. It will frequent 
gardens and verandas if it is 
not bothered. It makes its 
nest on cornices and 
beams in verandas 
of inhabited 
houses 
Usually 

this dove 


will place ‘two 

crossed sticks’ low 

when it builds its nest. The 

ted turtle dove is the size of 

myna. The female is smaller 

than the male. They are found 
in loose colonies. They build their 
nests at the end of the branch, The 
nest is sometimes lined with wisps 
of grass. 

The dove has always been con- 


sidered a symbol of peace. Some 
‘ornamental birds of these species 
are the grey and white fan-tailed pi- 
geons. These are more common 
in Australia, 


Ki} 


Maitre Dore, V A, 
J.B. Petit H.S. for Girls, 
Mumbai. 





R. Viswanathan, age 14, 
St. Patricks H.S, 
‘Secunderabad. 





R. Bharathi Priya, St 
BMHSS, Kallakurichi. 





Varsha S. Kulkarni, Vill B, 
Divine Providence 
Convent H.S, Belgaum 


S. Latha, VID, S.V.M., 


Bangalore. > 
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Nitesh Sah, XI, 
D.V. Boys HM., Chittaranjan. 
‘Suman Nandi, Vill, 
K.V., Kalaikunda, 
S.R. Andhal, Vill, Ramnagar 
Kharaghpur. . ape 


Coimbatore. wv. 


Chennai. 


J. Amudraj, Vill B, KV IIT, 





ne day king Akbar fell 

ill and sent for the 

court physician. The 

wicked doctor found a 

chance to get rid of Birbal. He 

wrote out a prescription that 

would cure the king. The king 

was surprised to hear that it was 
bull's milk 

“But there is 
no such thing 
as bull's milk!” 
said the king 
“Have you 
made a mis- 
take?" 

“No. sir,” 
said the doc- 
tor. “If you 
wish to get 
well, you 
should take 
this milk, Ask 
Birbal to get it 
for you. He is 
such a clever 
man that he 
can do impos- 
sible things." 

When the 
king sent for 
Birbal and told 
him what the 
doctor had 
said, Birbal 
knew that this 


38 


was the doctor's wicked plan. 
Birbal’s unhappy face gave 
him away at home. His daugh- 
ter asked him what the matter 
was. At first Birbal refused to tell 
her anything. When she refused 
to be kept in the dark he told her 
what had transpired in the court. 





BULLS LK 
BABIES 
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That night Birbal’s daughter 
took a bundle of clothes and 
walked to the washing ghat be- 
hind the king's palace. At the 
ghat she began beating the 
clothes with a stick, making as 
much noise as she could. The 
noise eventually woke the king. 
The king sent his soldier to find 
‘out what was happening. 


T 


he soldier spotted 
Birbal's daughter. He 
brought her to the king. 
The king asked her why 


she was making so much noise. 





The girl said, “I'm sorry. This 
evening my father gave birth to 
a beautiful boy. 

“There is no clean cloth to 
cover the newborn. So, | came 
to wash this bundle of clothes. 
Only then can I have a piece of 
cloth to cover the newborn by to- 
morrow morning.” 

“Are you mad? How can a 
man have a baby?” King Akbar 
asked 

Birbal's daughter innocently 
remarked, “Strange things have 
been happening in the palace 
recently.” 

“What strange things?” the 
king asked. 

“Well, if the king orders bull's 
milk for himself why can’t a man 
have a baby?" 

King Akbar smiled. He was 
pleased with the girl's clever- 
ness. He was even more 
pleased to hear that she was 
Birbal's daughter. 

“Go to your father," he said, 

and tell him that Akbar has re- 
ceived the bull's milk. He is 
sending it back for the baby." 

Thus did Birbal’s daughter 
‘save her father from the king's 
anger and the doctor's wicked 
plan. 

D. Satish, age 13, St. 
Aloysious HS, Ulsoor. 


9 


We thank you for your enthusiastic participation, The 
selection of best entries was a difficult process because 
many of you had done an excellent job. We had children 
aged three participating in it So, it was decided to divide 
the entries into two groups - Juniors (Children aged 3-6) 
‘and Seniors (children aged 7 - 10). All participants aged 
above 6 were treated as seven years 









Tl__ prize 


Rohan Fernandez, f 
‘age 9, Holy Family HS, 7 























old. ‘Second prize - Rs. 60/-, and third prize 
Besides the usual first, second and Rs. 50/-. Consolation prize winners will 

third prize winners we chose twoentries each receive Rs. 25. Winners of both 

in both the junior and the senior catego- categories will be sent the prize money 

ties for consolation prizes, ‘by MO. Congratulations, winners. 
Both categories: First prize Rs. 75/- 











Tl__ prize 


A. Anish Manindar, age 4, /j 
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2 Ankita Sahu, age 10, 
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The boy next door is areal pest, 
He never allows us to rest 

His mother Is fed up with hin. 
She has become lean and thin! 


Breaking glass panes is his hobby, 

Besides pulling tails of cats and doggies: | 
Puncturing tyres is what he loves, 

“T.won't do it again,” everytime he vows. 


One day a stone on a car he flung, 

‘The driver screamed at the top of his lungs: 
Cra-sch! the windshield of the car broke, 
But the boy was really proud of his stroke! 


Wasn't the owner really wild! 

With lots of complaints his mother was plied: 
“This boy will never change,” she cried, 

“1 know not where my face to hide. 


For his mischief he was sent out of school, 
‘And for the rest of his life he remained a fool! 


M, Shwetha Shenoy, 
VIII A, Apeejay School, 
Navi Mumbai 
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PETPALS 


H i! This is not the autobiog- 


raphy of any ordinary dog, 
It's the story of a ‘special 
dog’. 

Iwas born on February 2, 1998 
around 6.30 am. | am a 
pomeranean. | have a brother and 
a sister too. They were born a little 
later than | was. 

Since the household couldn't 
are for all the pups the man who 
‘owned my mother decided to give 
‘me away to one of his friends. 

Iwas apprehensive, excited and 
unhappy when I learnt of this. | was 
apprehensive and sad because | 
did not know who my master would 
be. 

| was leaving my family behind. 
I may never see my brother 


or sister or my mother 2", 
again. 

On March 12, | was ° 
given to a boy on the ac- i 


casion of his birthday. | 
did not think he was a 
handsome fellow. But he 





the french emperor. So he named 
me Neppo! That night | was placed 
in a small basket lined with rugs. 
I from which | could eat. | missed. 
my old home very much. | cried 
and howled all night. My master sat 
next to me and comforted me, 
Soon, | got used to the new sur- 
roundings. My master and | played 
whenever he returned home from 
school. During the day, | enter- 


tained myself with a couple of balls 
anda bone that | had received from 


hada special comer anda dish 





THE ADVENTURES O 


had a_ lovely 
smile . | was sure 
| was going to 
like him. He was 
about 16 years 
old. He fondled 
me for sometime 
and said, "Hello, 
Neppo.” He ad- 
mired Nepoleon, 
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my master. Since | was a gentle 
dog | was not chained. Nobody 
ever bothered me when | bared my 
teeth. This, | did only when | felt the 
visitor was being nasty to me. 

Everything was fine until the day 
| had an accident. It left me lame 
for weeks. | still limp but it is not 
noticeable. 

Iwas very curious. | was only six 
months old then. My master's 
house is a twin-storeyed building 
| was peering through the grill of 
the first floor, | lost my balance and 
fell. It dislocated my hip. My mas 
ter's parents took good care of me. 
This incident left me with a tear 


of heights. 
I Last month my mas- 
ter took me to the 

vet. | wriggled in his arms 
as he poured a few drops 
of medicine in my mouth 
and gave me a very pain- 
ful injection 

Iwas so angry with the vet that | 
bit his arm. He had not expected 
it. The vet, a tall and lanky fellow 
with a sharp nose and eyes as big 
as saucers, shireked in pain. To- 
gether with my master | have de- 
cided we will not visit that vet ever 
again 

| am now one year old. My mas- 
ter now goes to college. He stud- 
ies in another town. He comes 
home every weekend. We still have 


am scared of the vet. 


GOKULAM August 9 























a lot of fun. 

I wonder if my master will have 
time for me in when he finishes 
college. 

Will he abandon me or will | 
have to satisty myself with the small 
walks | take with his father? 





George Varghese, 
age 16, KV No. 2, 
Bangalore. 
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adu was in his seventies, 
JHe was suffering from 
gout. Ivy and Pushan felt 


sorry for Dadu. Doctors 
prescribed many medicines. They 
said there was no cure for gout. 
Gout could only be controlled. 

Dadu couldn't walk without 
someone’s help. 

Dadu took advice from anyone 
‘who was willing to offer him one. 

So one day Ramu, their 
servant, would apply on his knee 
joints cabbage leaves. Another 
day, he would apply mustard oil 
and massage them, He would 
then wrap them with a flannel. 

Mother would ask, “Do you 
feel better?” 

Dadu would grin. 
He knew that the pain 
would return 
immediately. But he 
would say, "What a 
relief” 

Dadu followed a 
strict diet. He 
swollowed garlic 
pods in the moming, 

He added plenty 
of onions and 
cucumbers to his meal, 








Dadu was always cheerful. He was 
pet with the children. Children would 
sit around him whenever they were free 
and ask Dadu to tell them a story. 

Almost every night they listened to 
a bedtime story. Dadu was their best 
friend... 
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I had been raining incessantly for 
three days. The low lying areas of 
the town had been inundated. Some of 
the huts on the bank of the river had 
been washed away. The sky was a deep 
grey, full of rain clouds. 

‘The school had closed early that day. 
Children were sent home since the 
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‘announcement of flood. 

‘That evening father returned home, 
looking thoughtful, He said the river 
had swollen further, crossing the danger 
level. Shops and markets were closed. 
‘There could be floods. 

“Our house is far from the town,” 
said father, as if assuring himself, 

‘The downpour continued. Soon, the 
town was submerged. People were 
evacuated to 


safer places. A man 
had been swept away, Hari uncle said. 

Soon, the outskirts of the town too 
were submerged. Their house too was 
submerged. 

At home, mother placed all the 
things on the attic. There was water 
inside the house. Ivy and Pushan loved 
to play in the water. Father frowned. 
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“Let's move tothe first floor,” he said, 

In the unfinished room on the first 
floor, mother piled the trunks and 
boxes. Ivy and Pushan were asked to 
Tie on the bed on the floor. Rains lashed. 
the town throughout the night. It was 
dark and dusty in the room. 

“What a dreadful night,” father 
said, 

The entire house was now sub- 
merged in knee-deep water. 


T ‘was time for Dadu to 
tell them a story. 
“Where's Dadu?” Pushan 
asked. 

It was then the others: 
looked around. Dadu was 
nowhere in the room. 
“Where's Dadu?” 
There was a shocked 
silence in the room, “We 
forgot Baba in the muddle,” 
father said, horror in his eyes. 
They peeped down the 
stairs, The visitors’ room was 
wide open. The door swung as 
the wind blew, “Baba” father 
called out. There was no answer, 
Father ran down the steps and 

waded into the garden, The water 
‘was upto his knees, "Has he been 
swept away?” 

Father decided to find out. Hari 
uncle followed father. “Dadu, Dadu,” 
Ivy and Pushan called out loudly. 
Mother was trembling like a leaf. 

Father and uncle were calling out, 
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POLLUTION 


Everywhere there's drt and dust, 
Prevention is a must, 

From this dirt many diseases spread, 
Making people suffer red. 


Baba, Baba... 
uddenly someone called, “Why 
such a fuss?" 





Mother looked up. Dadu was 
standing on the landing that led to the 
roof of the house, his elbows resting 
on the railing, 

Everyone stared at him in stunned 
surprise, ‘The next moment all of them 
had surrounded Dadu. Ivy put her arms 

wound Dadu and began crying. Pushan 
hugged Dadu, Mother looked relieved 
and pleased. Father asked, “But how 
did you get here’ 

“Last night the winds were very 
cold. I couldn't sleep. Suddenly my 
back felt very cold. My 
flooded. I walked out of the room.” 
* father 











“You could have called us, 
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‘Some diseases cause death 


Some diseases bring on ill-health. 
There is no cure for sure, 
So prevention is better than cures 
Sanjana Deshpande, age 14, 
Bangalore. 





found no one downstairs” Dadu 





sai 

“How did you climb the steps 
without help: 

“Oh, my old legs then worked with 
youthful energy,” Dadu smiled, 

“With that gout?” Father asked 
puzzled, 

Dadu scratched his bald head with 
embarrassment and said, Tam 
tired and need to rest. 














This room on the roof is ideal for 
us, isn’t it Pusha?” Dadu asked, 
Uncle, father and mother looked at 
each other in astonishment 
Outside the rains had abated. 
Sukendu Datta, 
Calcutta. 
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na small town lived a 
woman. Her son took care 
of her besides working on 
the farm, The boy's father 
had died when he was a 

child. To the boy his mother was 

everything. 

Soon, the boy grew up into a 
young man, One day, his mother 
fell ill. She was bed-ridden. His 
mother blessed him on her death - 
bed that he would reap profits in 
every one of his ventures. 

Since the young man was hard 
working, he did make hefty profits 
in all his ventures. Soon, 
the young man became 
wealthy, However, he 
was not very happy. 

His friend suggested 
that he could try selling 
dates in Arabia. The 
young man was interested in 
the idea. He wondered if 
he would incur a lo: 
Still, the young 
man set out to 
Arabia with 
a cargo 








of dates. 

When the young man reached 
Arabia, he noticed that the fruit 
stalls did not stock dates. He en- 
quired a fruit merchant, "Why are 
there no dates in your stall?” 

The fruit merchant said, "We 
have had a bad year as far as 
dates go. 

I your cargo carries dates, we 
would like to buy them." And so, 
the young man sold the dates and 
returned home a wealthier man, His 


mother's bless- 
THE sosonsmess 


BLESSING 


the man more 
and more rich! 
R. Praveen, 
Std. VII'C’, 
Bhaktavatsalam 
Vidhyashram, 
Chennai, 
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yers rockis situatedin Alice 
BB Sime tces tet 

Itchanges colour everyday. 
The rock was discovered by an Eng- 
lish traveller, W.G. Gosse, in 1873. At 
the time the rock was discovered 
Henry Ayers was the Prime Minister 
of south Australia, The rock was 
named alter him. The hill'is oval in 
shape. It is seven km, in length and 
two km in width. It is 343 m in height 
tis 11 km in circumference. 

The hill is red in colour. The 
changes in its colour occur during 
sunrise and sunset. In the morning 
‘when the sun’s rays fall on it the hill 
appears as if it is on fire and violet and 
deep red flames leap up. During sun 
set violet shadows appear on this red 
rock. From morning til evening the hill 
changes colour. The reason for this 
is the angle of sun's rays and the 
weather. 

The hill is made of sandstone also 
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called conglomerate. Because of its 
colour and the heat the rock radiated 
it was shunned. Siowly, the natives be- 
gan to revere the rock. 

The rock is a large monolith. Na- 
tive Australians gave the rock the 
name - Uluru. Even more than a cen- 
tury ago the rock was called thus. 
‘Around the rack there is no vegeta- 
tion, The natives also have numerous 
stories about the rock. Some are sim- 
ply fantastic. It(the rock) has become 
the home of Wanaribi-snake, a legen- 
ary reptile that has two heads and is 
the most ferocious creature in the 
world 

People living there believe itto be 
the abode of god and worship itin the 
caves at its base. There is a national 
park set up by the Australian govern- 
ment near the rock 

Melisha Noronha, age 13, 
‘Carmel Convent HS, 
Bangalore. 
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Our world 


oday we y 

see vari- 

ous ani- 

mals, in- 
sects and birds be- ~ 
sides plants and by 
shrubs. 

They have been 
classified as living 
beings. How did life 
start on earth? 

To study the origin of life on 
earth, scientists study the fos- 
sils of plants, animals etc, that 
lived millions of years ago. The 
fossils, rocks, bones etc. throw 
light on the existence of living 
beings of ancient times. Man 
has tried to draw conclusions 
about the origin of life on the 
basis of these studies 

Scientific studies have re- 
vealed that life on earth started 
with the unicellular organism called 
amoeba, This happened 570 million 
years ago. From this very unicellu- 
lar amoeba evolved the multicellular 
life on earth, The first 345 million 
years saw the development of ma- 
rine life, The subsequent 160 milion 
years saw the development of rep- 
tiles, Mammals evolved in the last 65 
million years. Man is only a million 
years old 

‘Around 3600 million years ago, 
the earth's atmosphere abounded in 
ammonia, methane, hydrogen and 
water vapour, The sky was overcast 
and lightning and thunder were com- 
‘mon occurrences. The electric dis- 
charge during lightning led to the 
chemical combination of molecules 
of these gases, resulting in the for- 
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LIFE ON 
EARTA 


mation of proteins, carbohydrates 
etc, which finally gave birth to the 
unicellular amoeba, 

We still do not know how unicel- 
lular organisms evolved into 
multicellular creatures, 

Also, when atoms and molecules 
themselves are lifeless, how did their 
combination create life? Scientists 
are still trying to find answers to 
these questions. 

S. Maheswaran, age 12, 
Madurai. 
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irbal's name is synonymous 
with wit and wisdom. Though he 
was a minister he was variously known 
as ‘Raja’ and ‘Birbal’. Birbal was not 
his given name 

Maheshdas was a poet, a musicia! 








and a singer When King 
Bhagawandas of Jaipur heard 
about the various 















acccomplishments of Maheshdas, he 
invited the talented man to his court. 
From Jaipur he went to the court of 
Raja Ramachandra of Rewa, Once 
‘Akbar invited him to his court, The 
well-known musician Tansen was also 
one of the courtiers. Very few people 
knew that Maheshdas was an excel- 
Jent swordsman besides being a poet. 


© pleased was Akbar with 
Maheshdas' swordsmanship 
that he gave him the title of 
‘veervar’ and the Jagir of 
Nagarkoth, Later, this tie 
tle was transformed to 
Birbal. The reason 
given is that 't’ 
‘sounds almost li 
‘Vat the end of the 
word. 
Historians be- 
lieve that Birbal 
entered the court 
of Akbar around 
1556. Birbal rose 
toa very high po- 
sition in the court 
because of his wit, 
humaneness and 
wisdom. Birbal was 
often referred to as 
“‘brahmakav’ 
Birbal died while fighting for 
* the emperor on the Afghan bor- 
der on Feb. 16, 1583, The en- 
tire army perished during the 
battle, It was Birbal's rare qual 
ity of being able to read a per- 
‘son's mind that enabled him to 
get closest to Emperor Akbar. 
K.T. Sregjith, 
age 14, KV, 
Ottapalam. 
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fox once 
lived near a 
pond ina cave. 


‘One day, he saw a cock 
walking that way. The cock 
did not notice him. He was busy 
pecking at worms and insects 
The fox thought, ‘He is so 
skinny. Let him become nice 
and fat.” 

‘One day, an elephant was 
grazing near the cave. The fox 
that spied the animal thought. trunk and’flung him away. 
‘An! At last the cock has grown The greedy fox died on the 
fat and round. Today | shall make 9 spot. The fox's last thought was, ‘If 












meal of him. only | had killed the cock the day | 
The fox pounced on the elephant. had set my eyes on him...” 

At first the elephant was startled. Kesav Prasad, Std VI, 

When he saw that it was only a fox St. Natesan Vidhya: 

‘on his back, he lifted him with his Mat.School, Chennai 
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ord Rama 
I was ruling 
Ayodhya. 
One day 
a brahmin ran up 
to him, past the 
guards and said, 
“Oh, Rama, look 
at my plight. | 
am alive and my 
son has died. 
How could such 
a thing have 
happened in your 
kingdom?” 

The man held 
his dead son in 
his arms 

Rama was 
moved by the 
plight of the poor 
brahmin. No- 
body could give 
him an explana- 
tion. He asked 
his minister, “Who is this 
brahmin? What has hap- 
pened to his family?” 

Soon, Rama learnt that the 
brahmin’s only son had died 
leaving the poor brahmin to 
fend for himself. 

Rama's minister said, “In 
your kingdom a man is _sin- 
ning against the Gods. The 
boy died because the gods 
are angry.” 

Lord Rama promised the 





THE 


'RED' HILL OF 


RAMTEK 


brahmin to do his best. He 
set out in his celestial carrier, 
the Pushpak vimana. He 
travelled all around his king- 
dom, He went north. He 
went west. He went east and 
yet, he could not find anyone 
doing anything wrong. Finally 
he turned south. As he was 
travelling above the Saibal 
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mountains, he came across a 


man, 
Y I ’ on his head and his 
hands were support- 
ing his body under the hot 
sun atop the Saibal hill. Not a 
leaf moved. There were no 
trees to protect the man from 
the heat of the sun, Rama 
alighted from 


he man was standing 











chariot and ap- 
proached the man, 
“Why are you doing this?" 
he asked the man. The man 
replied, “| am Shambuka. | 
am doing this penance to win 
the kingdom of Indra, the king 
of gods.” 
GOKULAM 
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MYTHOLOGY 
Lord Rama removed his 
sword and severed the head of 
Shambuka. As soon as 
‘Shambuka’s head fell away 
from his body, the gods show- 
ered Lord Rama with 
flowers. The blood of 
Shambuka stained the Saibal 
hill, “I wish to thank you 
Rama.Let me grant you a 
boon,"said Lord Indra when he 
heard of Shambuka's death. 
Lord Rama said, "| want you 
to bring the old 
brahmin's son 
back to life.” 
Lord Indra 
said, "Don't 
worry Rama, He 
has already got 





People believe 
the Saibal 
mountain is still 
soaked with 
Shambuka's blood. 
The Ramtek 
mountain in 
Madhya Pradesh is 
the Saibal mountain 
of yore. If you re- 
moved a portion of 
the top layer of the mountain 
you will see red earth. This, 
people believe is the blood 
of Shambuka. 
S. Dutta, 
Calcutta 
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bhay was a boy of fourteen. 

He awoke to the sound of 

the alarm clock. He 

looked at the clock. It 

said 5.30 am. He was 

back to his brooding self. He had 

given his X standard exams two 

months back. The results had been 

declared only yesterday. He had 
scored miserably. 

He was still thinking about his 
results though his father 
had asked him to forget the 
past. He dressed up and 
went to school. At school 
the students were decorat- 
ing the building and the 
premises with festoons. 

Boys of his class, juniors and sen- 
iors were busy. 

He found a corner and sat by 
himself. His future appeared rather 
bleak. He watched the people fre- 
quenting the road outside his 
school. His gaze fell on an old man. 
He was tall and wore just a dhoti 
He walked with the support of a 
stick, 

Almost as if Abhay had called 


out to him the man walked up to 
where he sat. He smiled kindly at 
him. “Why are you looking so up- 
set?” 

Abhay told the man what had 
upset him. 

The old man sat beside him. He 
said, “Life is wonderful. Don't 
spend it worrying. 
Tell me why is the 
school being deco- 


rated?” 


bhay told him why his 
school was being deco- 

rated with colourful rib- 

bons. “itis the school an- 

nual day. | don't like my- 

self, I don't feel like participating.” 
The old man removed from his 
pocket a folded cloth. It was the 
Indian flag. He unfolded it and said 





BUDDING CHEF 
You need: 


Juice of 1 lemon 
Juice of 6 oranges or 
‘musambis’ 
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‘Come on, hoist it at your school, 
This will cheer you up.” 

The old man rose from his seat 
“Don't worry over silly things. Fail- 
ures are stepping stones to suc- 
cess. Don't let down your parents. 
Now it is time for me to leave.” 

“When can | see you again?" 


Abhay felt bereft of friends sud- 
denly. 

“On the next independence 
day,” the old man said 

Abhay walked up to the flag pole 
and hoisted the flag 
From somewhere he 
heard his teacher say, 
Look, there's Abhay. 
Thank God, he has 
come. Give him the job 
of decorating the dais. 
He is good at that.” 

Abhay turned 
around to see if the old 
man was still around. 
The man had van- 
ished. He looked up at 
the tri-coloured flag 
that fluttered in the 
gentle breeze. 

He turned to Arun who came up 
tohim. He felt young and carefree. 


S. Aswin, age 15, 
Ellen Sharma Memorial HSS, 
Sholinganallur. 








3-4 thsp honey 


Sugar 
A pinch of salt 
1% glass of water 


Method: 


Mix orange and lemon juice 
in a jug. Add salt. Add the 
honey and water. Finally add 
the sugar. Mix all these ingre- 


dients and chill. 
ready. A thirs 


You juice is 
quencher for 





summer. 
- Priyanka Kumar, 
Ashok Hall GHSS, 
Calcutta 
Dear Priyanka, 


PI. send in you age details. 
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T wasin VIM standard then. Iwas 
taking my maths annual exam that 
day, My exam was due at 9am. My 
parents leave for work at 8.30 a.m. 
‘They asked me to lock the door and 





take the key with me since I would 
be returning home early: 

I was ready to le 
when I realised that I needed to 
brush up 
my book and closed the front door 
and left. 

In theafternoon when I returned 
home, I noticed that the door was 
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fe for school 








algebra. I picked up 


ajar. Tcalled my neighbours. They 
went into the house with sticks and 
clubs. 

Soon they came out of the house 


saying there was nobody in the 





house. It was then I remembered 
that I had forgotten to lock the front 
door in my hurry to get to school. T 
thanked god 
tered the house during my absence. 
S, Balasubramanian, age 15, 
ARLM School, 

Cuddalore. 


THE RIGHT TIME 


Gerting my six-year-old brother 
to take his bath is realy frustrating 
There is always one more te 





at no one had ens 














vision 
programme that he just needs to 
watch 
mother told hi 


One Sunday night, my 





1 to figure out the 


best time for him to get into the 
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bathroom, After going through the 
newspapers, he came to her and 
said, “Mother I think Wednesday at 
8.30 would work out fine for me."” 
CC. Maya, age 14, 
Cotton Hill GHS, 
‘Trivandrum, 












Ss was my 
>——Tbirthday. I went to 
school in high 

y; 
A, spirits, I was very 


disappointed when 
none of the 
Seg kX students in my class. 
le wished me. For, 
Ze aia they were all my 
= » AL good friends and 
‘knew that it was my birthday. Ttwas 
the last hour in class, The other 
students were in the playground 
T sat in 
the class feeling disappointed. 
Just as the bell rang, the students 
returned to the class and sang, 
“Happy birthday”. Iwas pleasantly 
shocked when they gave me bou- 
quetsand cards. Ithanked them 
invited them over fora partyathom 
when I received a lot of presents. 
S. Ambika, age 14, 
Mariam Nilaya HS, 
Bangalore. 


ice 


















nd 
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THE MATHS TEST 











Despite repeated advice from 
my mother I rarely made it a habit 
to check my answer papers during 
exams. Asa result Tended up mak- 
ing silly mistakes. I lost marks be- 
cause of this, The same happened 
du 





ng this annual exam too. 

When I received my marks I was 
upset. My mother was annoyed 
when she saw my marks, She told 
me that I had actually failed in 
maths and would be asked to take a 
retest, She scolded me for not 
checking the answer paper before 
submitting it to the teacher, 

Twas upset but I went off to play 
hoping to forget my dismal per 
formance. In the evening my father 
said much the same thing, Now, 1 
\was very tense, That night before going. 
to bed my mother said, “Don't feel 
dejected, I will love you even if you 
don't take my advice and fail.” 

Thad a good sleep that night. 1 
have now made it a point to check 
my answer paper before turning it 
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EXPERIENCE 
‘over to the teacher. 
Niketh Shankar, 

Std Ill, OLPS, Mumbai 


LOST FRIENDS 


[ nadjustreturned home tom the pay- 
‘ground. My father said that we were mov- 
ing to Berhampur after my exams, | was 
very upset. | knew every nook and corner 
cof Rourkela, Itwas upsetting to know that 
‘would soon be losing all my friends, My 
father left for Berhampur after 
a woek, We 





joined him after 

my exams, During this time, my 
mother consoled me and said, "You willbe 
‘making new friends, You wil ike the iy." 
was not convinced, 

Ibid goodbye to my trends. Berhampur 
is.a coastal city, We went around the city. | 
‘was happy to be ata new place. The sights 
and sounds of the city were new to me. 
Soon, | was admitted to a school at 
Bethampur. It took me a long time to get 
used to the school. Now, however, | have 
almost forgotten my friends at Rourkela 
‘Sometimes | feel guilty buf! often think that 
{ may visit my friends some day. My father's 
transfer has helped me meet new people 
and see anew place. 

K. Sriram, age 14, 
De Paul School, Berhampur 





TROUBLESOME COUSIN 


Niscrita is my three-year old 
cousin. She is very attached to her 
mother. One day her mother asked us, 
(my sister and |) to entertain her while 
she visited the nearby temple. We 
played with Nischita for sometime. 

am crazy about cricket, A match 
between New Zealand and Pakistan 
was being relayed on TV. | asked my 
sister to play with her so that | could 
watch the match, 

Nischita, however, came up to me 
asking me to play with her. We played. 
hide and seek for sometime. | asked 
‘my grandmother to keep her occu- 
pied, | told my grandmother that | had 
an assingment to complete, | ran off 
to watch TV. 

Nischita proved clever. No sooner 
had | left her with grandma than she 
returned to the room where | was 
watching TV. | had to finally give up 
watching the match, Only after 
Nischita’s mother returned home, was 
I relieved of my duty! 


‘Suraj Shethy, 
age 15, St. Mark's HS, 
Secunderabad 





1. Charles Dickens 

2. Chameleon 

3. Canberra 

4. Chandragupta Maurya 
5, Coniferous foreat. 

6. Cuba 


PUZZLE PAGE — os 


8. Central Asis 
ANSWERS =... 








10. Calcutta. 
PRSBOTHNHES ~ ‘AGE QUIZ 
1. Beverage 
1. Dadabhai Naoroji 2. Language 
2. Lala lajopath Ra . 
3. Sardar Vallabhai Patel 4. Cabbage 
4, Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru 5. Luggage 
5. Lord Dalhousie 6. Dasage 
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una, the king of Vilaspuri had 
G vere re reres 

‘peanut’ butter. He had heard 
much about it but had never tasted it 
Inhis kingdom it became compulsory 
for all children to learn to make pea 
rut butter. But no one knew how to 
make it. The ministers hunted high and 
low for people who knew tomake pea- 
nut butter 

‘Anyone who visited the king was 
asked if he knew how to make peanut 
butter. But they never succeeded in 
finding such a person. 

One day the king finally got to taste 
it, Unfortunately for the king, the nuts 
in the butter got stuck in the gaps in 
his teeth. No matter what the mi 
ters did, they couldn't make the king 
open his mouth, Finally, the ministers 
made an announcement that whoever 
could make the king open his mouth 








would be given a handsome reward, 


snake charmer who heard of 

Ah teeriesatne ings cut 
| can make the king open his 

mouth,” he told the ministers, 

you fail you will be hanged to 

death,” the ministers warned. 

The snake charmer was taken to 
the king. He bowed before the king 
and set his box down. He opened the 
box and out came a cobra, The king 
shouted, "help" when he saw the 
‘snake emerge out of the box. 

The ministers were overjoyed. The 
snake charmer received his reward, 
‘The next sentence the king spoke was, 

‘How about a peanut butter sand- 
wich?” 





G. Santhanalakshmi, 





Vill E, Cluny School, 
Pondicherry 
Seana 
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here's the escape 
route” Anand asked 
impatiently. He felt 
dizzy and wanted desperately to 
sleep. ‘I'm feeling sleepy. I'll have 
anap now.” 
“In the sewer?” Philip asked. 

“Try sleeping here once. You will 
find sleeping in your luxurious bed 
very difficult. 

“Bharath shouted, 
“Look, here's a way.” 
Anand and Philip 
walked up to him. 

“How did you 
find it?” 

“Itwas covered with al- 
ae. | removed the algae. 
Bharath led the way into 
the manually dug cave. 
Five minutes later, they 
found themselves staring 
at the clear sky, studded 
with stars. They stretched 
themselves with a jerk 
when they felt the stab of 
‘cold metal on their backs. 

“Tie them up.” Fredrick 
ordered his men. The 
boys were tied up and 
brought to the palace. 
Fredrick enteréd the room and 
asked, “Where's the silver rat?” 

“We don't know,” Philip replied. 

“Out with the truth. Else | may 
have to use force. 

“Believe us,” said Bharath. “We 
took the rat but Anand lost it in the 
basement. He was hit and lost con- 
sciousness.” 
“Search them, 
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Fredrick or- 


dered. 

The search only proved that the 
boys had not lied. Soon, the men 
and Fredrick left the boys. 
They spent the 
night tied to 
chairs. 


t dawn a 
A: on 
tered the 


room with a tray 












laden with food. 

“Shouldn't send 

you to heaven on an 

‘empty stomach; boss says 
so,” The man joked. 

He untied Philip. 
Suddenly the man 
lurched forward and 
fell down, Bharath and 
‘Anand looked at Philip. 

“| used 

a dart on 

him." Philip 

said by way of 

explanation. Then 

he untied Bharath and 

Anand. The three of them 

gobbled up the food. 

“What next?" Philip asked. 

“We'll do exactly what Ivan did.” 
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“What's that?" Philip asked. 
“Jump out of the window.” 

The boys jumped out of the win- 
dow. Since the window was quite 
far from the ground they sustained 
quite a few bruises. 

‘They managedto limp up to the 
gate of St. Paul's church. Bharath 
said, “Come, let's go to the top.” 

“Hey, what's the idea?” Philip 
asked. 

“We'll do exactly what Ivan did.” 

“And that's.. 

“We'll ring the bell,” supplied 
Bharath 

The boys reached up to the bell 
and began ringing it. The boom of 
the bell was deafening to the boys 
but it brought the people of 
Mastario to the church. A large 
crowd gathered in a few minutes. 
The boys looked behind. 





closing in on thern. 
"What do we do now?" 
Anand asked. 

“What did Ivan do?” Bharath 
questioned. 

“He jumped from here,” Philip 
‘said. “But we can't jump from here. 
‘We'll break our bones.” 

“Try jumping on your back. It will 
hurt you less.” Bharath jumped, 
followed by Philip and Anand. 

The people gathered below 
formed a safety net when they saw 
the boys jump. The boys fell on 
their backs. Fredrick Lawson and 
his men stood near the bell and 


F redrick and his men were 





watched the crowds that had gath- 
ered below. 

Fredrick Lawson saw the 
army general raise his pistol 
and fire in the air. The crowds 
hadn't expected it. They ran 
helter-skelter. In the commotion 
Philip's plea to save the king 
from the clutches of the villians 
fell on deaf ears. 

A few followed Philip as he 
walked to the palace. 

Suddenly the army general 
yelled, "On my command fire. 
The uniformed men fired into the 
air. "Not in the air, but on the 
mob." 

The men hesitated. After all 
their prince stood in the crowd 
Philip and the boys walked past 
the general and his men. The 
crowds followed him. 

T erowds. On reaching the 
palace, Philip rushed into 


the king's chamber. The king wasn't 





he army trooped behind the 





to be found. They searched for the 
queen. She too was not in 
her room. Neither was princess 
Sonia 

The crowds outside the pal- 
ace had grown restive. They re- 
alised that the royal family was 
being held hostage. Outside the 
palace the army troops were fir- 
ing at the crowds, Inside the 
palace, Fredrick and his men 
surrounded the three boys 
and handcuffed them. They 
were taken to the visitors’ 
court 

Fredrick sat on the king's 
throne. Philip gnashed his teeth. 
Fredrick said, “Welcome, 
friends, See what has befallen 
you everytime you tried to es- 
cape.” 

He then turned to the king who 
too was handcuffed. "Now 
Mastario is mine.” 

“Not tll my last breath!" The king 
shouted. 

Philip lunged forward. Bharath 
asked him to have 
patience. Prin- 
cess Sonia was 
brought into the 
room. She was 
gagged and 
handcuffed. The 
queen screamed 
when she saw 
Sonia. 

To continue 
S. Srikanth, 

age 17, 
Kudremukh 











PERSONALITY 


‘ewton was born at 
Woolsthorpe 
Lincolnshire in 


England. As a boy Newton 
showed keen interest in 
designing mechanical devices 
He was considered a poor 
student. His inventions as a 
small boy include a windmill 
that could grind 
wheat and corn, a 
water clock run by 
the force of 
dropping water 
and a sundial 
which still adorns 
the wall of the 
house he was 






born in. 


At 14, Newton 

dropped out of school to help 
his mother manage her farm. 
However, instead of working at 
the farm he spent much of his 
time studying. So, he was sent 
back to school. 

In 1661, Newton entered 
Trinity College, Cambridge 
University. He showed 
exceptional ability in mathe- 
matics. Newton showed great 
promise at college. When his 
teacher announced in class that 
he would be taking up Johanne 
Kepler's Optics, Newton sur- 
prised his teacher by mastering 
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SIR 
ISAAC NEWTON 





the subject even before the 
lectures had begun 


Ne received his degree 
in 1665. During the next 
two years he discovered the 
binomial theorem, the method 
of tangents and other important 
mathematical principles. He 
also began his investigations on 
the subject of gravitation. In 
1669, he was appointed 
professor of mathematics, 
Cambridge. 

His teacher recognised 
Newton's exceptional gifts and 


n 











Ma. Raj A densi, leone. 

Wirlee + A male dovat 
seco dos, sir? 

Mr Raj :A special dosai 

Wier: How would you be lo 
hovel, sr? Phin ce rcasted in ghee? 

Me Ro) plain dv wl do, 

Woiler : What chutney would 
you Me to have with il, onion or 
leak? 

Me Rot rather ne lemalo 
dong 


Wailer: De you want il served 








con plate or en a banana bal? 
Me. Ras) sOht this is fen much, 


Firat ghee 0 qlvs of wale, my 








IT’S YOUR 
CHOICE 


Wailer s What would you i 


‘gave up his own post. 

Newton was elected to 
membership in the Royal 
Society in 1672. In 1704, he 
published under the title 
Opticks, the result of his 
experiments and studies in 
colour and light 

Newton was very sensitive to 
criticism especially about his 
scientific findings. He became 
so sensitive that he was often 
unwilling to publish his findings. 

He showed that a universal 
gravitational force makes the 
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thee poche 
Woiter : Cold water or warm water, sie? 
Me Raj Ven yu 
J. Redhini Raj, SH IX, 
EVI, Chen 





planets revolve around the sun. 
He is perhaps best known for 
the discovery of laws of gravity. 

Newton's theory of 
gravitation has come in for 
criticism in the light of new 
discoveries of physics and 
astronomy. ~ 

Albert Einstein rejected 
Newton's explanation of 
gravitation but not the fact of its 
operation. Scientists believe 
that Einstein's work would have 
been impossible without 
Newton's discoveries. 
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+ cratt- election 
symbote adam the wot 


lection at school - unheard 
of? Some schools do 
Jconduct elections. Here 


the candidates seek out the voters 
and present their manifesto. And 
then by secret ballot the candidate 
is elected 

Have you had the — ———— ail 
of electing your class monitor 
your ‘house’ captain or your 
school pupil leader? 


In most schools, 
however, the teachers 
may decide who will be 
the monitor. Usually it is the 
student who gets the first rank A LEADER 
Sometimes it is the student 


who gets along well with the 
teachers, A ‘house’ captain may be chosen 
the basis of a student's interest in sports and the 
number of cups and prizes the student may have 
‘won in sports. 

Sometimes students are given three 
they may be asked to write 1 
choice on a piece of paper and hand it over tc 
the teacher. The teacher reads through the chits 
and the name that wins a major 
the class leader (or monitor 




















This is a precursor to learning how to elect a 
leader. Let us look at our democra 
We have many parties. The general public follows 
the ideologies of a certain party either because 





the leader — 
1) hails from his town/city/state Needless to say the 
2) belongs to the same religion/caste/sub-caste third consideration is 
é the only one which 





should weigh with the 
electorate. 


COVER STORY 
B 





3) because the ideologies of @ party may 
impressive. 
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papers and ballot boxes. It 
‘oversees the entire election 
process. 


The secret ballot 
system 


Once the approved 
symbols have been 
received by the candi- 
dates, they begin 
their campaigning 
in earnest, They 
present the voters 
‘The Election their manifestos, 
Commission their symbols, their 
Once elections are election promises 
nounced you will see and hold public 
walls in your town or 
adorned with various pic: 
tures, These are commonly 
Known as symbols. The sym- voting by sect! boat 
bols are accompanied by the 
name of the party and the 
name of the candidate of the 
party. These symbols are 
called election symbols. 
The election symbols are. 
chosen by the parties and 
presented to the Election 
‘Commission for approval 
The Commission keeps a 
record of all symbols allotted 
The Election Commission also 
‘oversees election propa ganda. 
the amount of money spent on 
campaigning by parties and 
candidates, the method of campaig 
ning, the printing of ballot papers 
and the safe transport of ballot 
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meetings and 
canvas door to 
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Thirty six hours before the voting 
process, campaigning comes to a 
close. On the day of the elect 





people go to polling booths and cast 












Warsaw aE 
Wravuces (30-3 
wastage TT 
cou wasn WL 

* Election resus declared 


their votes. Asa mark of having cast 
their vote, an official places an 
identification mark on the left 
forefinger of the voter. 

All adults above the age of 18 are 
eligible to vote. Only citizens of the 
country can vote, 

Once the voting process is over, 
the ballot boxes (which contain the 
ballot papers) are brought to the 
counting centre of each constitu: 
ency. Here under strict vigilance and 
security the votes are counted. The 
candidate who has won the majority 
of votes is declared elected. 





What is a ballot paper? 

‘The ballot paper lists the names 
of all candidates standing for election 
from a constituency. Against their 
names their party symbols are 


GOKULAM foqut 99 


printed. This enables the voters to 
decide the candidate of their choice. 

During the voting process the 
voter is given total privacy. No one 
can coerce a voter 
into voting for any 
particular candidate 
Isn't this a little like 
selecting our class 
leader? 


Rigging and 
malpractices in 
voting 


When voters are 
not allowed to vote 
freely or when people 
vote ‘proxy’ then a free and fair 
election has not be held. The voters 
or the candidates can take up the 
matter with the State Election 
Commission. 

‘Sometimes, anti-social elements 
may capture a booth and may not 
allow voters to exercise their 
franchise. This is called ‘booth 
capturing’. Such malpractices are 
brought to the notice of the Election 
‘Commission which takes necessary 
action 

If the election process has not 
been fair, the constituency con- 
cerned may be asked to go for a 
repoll 

Next time you watch an election 
bulletin ask your parents to fill you 
in with the details of an election 
process. 
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he summer vacations Two weeks later Brinda spoke 
T were almost at an end, to Maya over the phone. Maya 
Maya appeared worried, sounded desperate 

‘What happened Maya?" Brinda ‘don't like my new school, The 

asked as she sat by her on the teachers are partial here. | don't 

steps, Maya shook her head have any friends here.” 

sadly, Brinda too was upset. She 
‘We are leaving for Salem asked Maya to concentrate on her 


A LIFETIME DEAL 2 


Brinda and Maya 
next week. | shall be 
going to a school 
there. 

The next week 
Maya and her family 
left Chennai. Maya 
was admitted to a 
new school. Maya 
was very upset 
7% 





were busy preparing for their 
upcoming board exams. It was 
strange how the year had flown 
as if it had sprouted wings. 

Ithad been a very difficult year 
for Maya. She had to forget a 
friend she had known for ten 
years. This had affected her per- 
formance in school. 


rinda spoke over the 
B phone to. Maya one 

evening. “You won't be- 
lieve this Brinda, | have scored 
very low in my tests.” 

Brinda thought over the situa- 
tion for some time. “Tell you what 
Maya, if we should remain friends 
we should study in the same col- 
lege. | am planning to study to 
become a doctor. You too can join 
the same college. We would then 
be together,” And so, Brinda and 
Maya began to study for their 
upcoming board exams. 

They did well in the exams. 
Soon, the results were declared. 
Maya had scored 92%. While 
Brinda had scored 89%. Both the 
girls were lucky enough to be ad- 
mitted to the same college. 

The girls walked hand in hand 
on the first day of the college. 

‘At last my dream has come 
true” said Maya, as they climbed 
up the stairs to their class. 





ifferent 





VS. Dheeraj, age 17, Pondicherry. 
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at heaven of equality and patti 


my country awake. 


‘ans, 






Where merit, not caste, is the sole criterion for college 


admission; 


i 
; 


Instead of throwing at each other mikes and punches; 





3 
2 
5 
2 
g 
2 
4 
a 
3 
& 
B 
2 
s 


i 
2 
z 


sition, 





+ castes nor religious communi 
their differences and strive for the na- 












¢ rational mind blows away the dark clouds of super- 
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C. Nandhini, Std. XII, Sri 2B 
‘Sarada MHSS, Salem. 
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very child who has learnt 
to read will definitely 

glance through the morn- 

ing newspaper. There are 

a variety of items. There are sec- 
tions for women, children, farmers, 
scientists etc. Have you wondered 
how the newspaper is brought out? 


What isa 


‘Anewspaper is a 
marvel of machinery, 
business organisa- 
tion, news coverage 
and fast and clear 
writing, India has a large number 
of newspapers-big and small 
brought out in different languages. 
They cater to a variety of readers. 
Newspapers are a daily effort bya 
group of people who present 
events with comments and analy- 
sis, 

‘A good newspaper of- 
fers a variety of informa- 


tion. There's news from all \ 
parts of the world. The 
editorial presents the 


views of the editor on an 
event. The signed col- 
umns present comments 
and analysis of the event. 

All pages of a newspa- 
per can carry advertisements. Nor- 
mally 40 to 50 percent of the news- 
paper is devoted to advertising. 
Pictures, features, news and adver- 
tisements are scattered all over the 
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newspaper, including the editorial 
page. 

Newspapers also feature arti- 
cles on fashion, health, the arts, 
science, religion, education and 
agriculture. 

Newspapers usually are of a 
standard size. The paper is folded 
in two when it is sent for delivery. 
Newspaper production involves 
any number of people. 


SPAPER? 


How is a newspaper brought 
out? 

A newspaper office will have 
reporters and editors besides peo- 
ple to bring in advertisements and 
‘oversee printing. Suppose there's 
been a fire in your city. 

Areporter ‘covers’ the 
event. The reporter 
writes out the event as it 
occurred. The report is 
then sent to the editorial 
desk which edits, cuts 














the story to size and writes out the 
headline which summarises the 
story/event 

The ‘copy’ as it is now called is 
sent for typesetting. A photographer 
is despatched along with the re- 
porter if necessary. The photograph 
is developed and sent to the copy 
desk. The copy editor decides on 
Which page the event will go. 

The copy editor takes the type- 
set matter to the ‘layout artist’. The 
layout artist designs the page. The 
page now looks as it will appear 
finally. It contains pictures, news 
items, advertisements etc. This 
page is taken to the printing sec- 


| tion. Here the page is 
made into a ‘plate’ to 
suit printing by the ‘off- 
set’ process. The plate 
is then sent to the print- 
ing press. The plate is 
| locked on a cylinder in 


————- 
printing position. The signal to start 
the press for the edition is given. 

The continuous roll of print pa- 
per is drawn swiftly through the 
whole length of the press. At the 
farther end of the machine it is 
folded, trimmed and counted. 

Anewspaper is printed in news- 
print. It is an inferior quality of pa- 
per. Anews magazine (brought out 
‘once a week) is printed on better 
quality paper and comes with a 
proper cover. 


R. Janaki, V A, Chinmaya 
Vidhyalaya, Coimbatore. 





Ramu: If one horse is shut in a stable 
and the other horse runs loose on the road, 
which horse will sing, "Don't fence me in? 
‘Somu: Neither horse. Horses can't 
sing. 
+ T. Shankar, age 15, Belvoir Int. 
College, Colombo. 
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CREATIVE CORNER 


oO 


You need 

A balloon, a plastic oil bottle, a straw 
used in tetrapack fruit drinks, a large tub 
of water. 





Metho 

Attach the balloon to the mouth of the 
il bottle. Throw away the lid. 

Make a hole at the bottom of the oil 
bottle big enough to insert the straw. 

Blow air into the balloon, (It would be 
easier to fill the balloon by using the straw) 

Remove the straw and fill in three- 
fourths of the bottle with water. 

insert the straw. Close the open end of 
the straw with your thumb. 

Place the bottle in the water —tub and 
remove your thumb. The balloon boat will 
first float speedily and then begin to float 
ata steady pace. 

A. Pichoo Raja, age 10, Sainik 
School, Udumalpet. 
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HELP THE BIRD 
MEET ITS FRIEND 
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